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of the conversation was an engagement on the part
of Lord Minto to fully reconsider the question in
his own mind, and to take his family into the con-
sultation. Accordingly he wrote to Lady Minto at
length; and after stating the causes which had made
his acceptance of the proposed nomination a matter of
importance to the Ministry and the Court of Directors,
he went on : 'Now comes the domestic deliberation, and
that is exactly the greatest conflict to which my mind
could ever, or in any possible question, be put. My
own personal comforts, enjoyments, and happiness can
be preserved only at home with yoursolf and the chil-
dren. On the other hand, the general benefit of all
those who depend on me for comforts that extend
beyond my own short period, would undoubtedly be
best provided for by this rneasxire ; and the ultimate
happiness of witnessing the fruits of that sacrifice is
certainly not out of possibility, or, I might wiy, of fair
probability. It is a question so painful to decide, that
it would be natural to wish it might be determined for
me. But I cannot put that task upon you. I must,
however, add that my mind would be entirely settled
by a positive opinion or desire of yours, and that if,
after weighing everything, you exprosa a wish against
it, that will be decisive*' The peculiar painfulness of
the impending decision consisted in the knowledge
that acceptance of the appointment involved a separu~
tion of the husband from the wife, and the father
from his family, for a period of several years, and that
at a time when letters from India were six: months old,